THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN

Britain in her new attitude with open arms, *  (Miyafy,
August 9, I935.)1

There follow demands for the removal of the res-
trictions on Japanese trade in British Empire markets
and on Britain agreeing to Japan's naval claims.

Was the British retreat in this case due to physical
and strategic weakness ? That has been the main ex-
planation. But it needs examination.

In his monograph Conflicts of Policy in the Far
East, Professor Blakeslee, who knows Japan at first
hand, insists that all the more sober political elements
in Japan are perfectly aware that if it came to war
Japan would hay? no chance against even one power,
the United States, to say nothing of a combination of
the United States and Great Britain, and Russia. He
indicates the obvious rudiments of the situation thus:

Tor Japan to precipitate such a war would be
"worse than a crime; it would be a blunder'4. It would,
first of all, offer a temptation to Soviet Russia to occupy
Manchuria. If Japan should win the war, it would
obtain-bankruptcy, Manchuria and a free hand for
China. But it has Manchuria now, and no American
military forces are operating against Japan in China*
What is the use of fighting the United States. If Japan

* Miss Freda Utley who gives these extracts comments:
present attitude towards Britain recalls in some respects that of Germany
before the War. Germany also considered that England was degenerate
and weak and unable to defend her vast Empire. But Germany did
not, like Japan, at the same time angle for British loans, and Germany
was a giant in fact not a bluffer kke Japan.1 Japan's ?cet of Clay
(Faber and Faber), p. 30.
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